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and the age limits of this class at different festivals. When in Nem. v. 10 
Pindar portrays his hero as ovttw ybrvai <paiva>v rtpuvav iiarip' olvavOws oiruspav 
the modern reader feels it as merely decorative phrasing. The Greek probably 
took it technically as an equivalent of ayevaos. With the later development 
of professional athletics and the extension of systematic gymnasial training 
for boys the part of boys in the games and the significance of precise age 
limits became more important. The Asclepieia distinguish jrotSes ttvOikol 
(12-14?), toi&s Zo-0/tucot (14-17), ayevtm (17-20). The origin and first 
meaning of the singular designations irvducoC and Io-O/ukoi Klee is unable to 
determine . At the Herakleia in Chalcis the classification was jrotSes Tra/xjratSes, 
iraiSes, l^iflfioi, Syevaoi, av&pes (p. 44, IG, XII, 9, 952). 

Paul Shorey 
University op Chicago 



Linguistic Change, an Introduction to the Historical Study of Language. 
By E. H. Sttjrtevant. Chicago: The University of Chicago 
Press, 1917. Pp. x+185. Price $1 .00 net. 

"This little book, which has grown out of lectures to students beginning 
their scientific study of language, is primarily intended as a textbook for 
similar introductory courses." As such it will no doubt serve a good pur- 
pose, the popularizing of a science of which the average university professor, 
not to mention the ordinary educated man, is content to know nothing 
because he already knows enough. A similar book on astronomy or botany 
could hardly hope to be used in a high school; and yet for most American 
universities Professor Sturtevant's book is sufficiently advanced to meet its 
intended use. 

Since linguistic knowledge is so rare, however, our author might have 
been a little more guarded in his statements. It might mislead some to 
read (p. 29) that "language is a purely conventional affair," or (p. 98) that 
"etymology is a valuable study, but we should not expect it to help us very 
much in understanding our mother-tongue." 

In a book on "linguistic change" the sound-changes ought to have been 
more carefully defined. They naturally fall into several classes — three at 
least should be made: (1) Those that are mainly physiological, dependent 
upon the limitations of the organs of speech — phonetic laws in their strictest 
sense. Such would be the effect on each other of contiguous consonants or 
of consonant and vowel. Such changes are least restricted in time and 
place. (2) The gradual change of one sound to another, as in OE hus; 
ME house, or Lat. pater, ME father. However caused, such changes are not 
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in themselves inevitable and are therefore local and temporary. (3) Sound- 
substitution, the (usually) sudden change of one sound to another. This 
may be due to a variety of causes: defective reproduction, analogy, meta- 
thesis, dissimilation, non-contiguous assimilation, etc. These three classes 
could of course be subdivided. 

The subtitle to chapter iv, "Semantic Change Erratic," is as untrue as 
the old idea of phonetic changes. It is equivalent to saying that the human 
mind does not work logically. Because we cannot show the logical connec- 
tion between two meanings does not prove the change erratic. In many 
cases the meanings that survive have come from a common meaning. Such 
is the case with ME knave, NHG Knabe. Here the primary meaning was 
not "boy" but "plug, chunk," as appears from Hess, knabe "Stift, Bolze," 
the diminutive of which is MHG knebel "knebel, Knochel, grober Gesell, 
Bengel." Such words as chump, clod, block, plug, stub are repeatedly used 
as descriptive terms of persons. For examples see Modern Philology, II, 474. 

A number of incorrectly explained forms might be noted. One shall 
suffice. On page 51 it is said: "Metathesis of a vowel and a consonant is 
seen in Chaucer's brid for 'bird,'" which is a reversal of the fact. As any 
student of OE would know, brid is the older form and bird the later. Like 
bird are numerous other examples, as burst, curds, horse, dirt, third, all of 
which originally had r before the vowel, although in some instances meta- 
thesis had already taken place in OE. 

However, in spite of a few errors and some (perhaps justifiable) omissions, 
the book is a welcome addition to a neglected subject. If it appeals to a 
wider public, as the author hopes, and helps to bring the day when the 
"wife" shall cease from "weaving" and Carlyle's "king" shall be "canned" 
(along with all other kings), then health to its navel and marrow to its bones 
till the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of its ignorance, as the waters 
cover the sea. 

Francis A. Wood 

University of Chicago 



Studies in the History of the Roman Province of Syria. A dissertation 
presented to the faculty of Princeton University in candidacy 
for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. By Gustave Adolphus 
Harrer. Princeton: University Press, 1915. 

This dissertation belongs to the same class of work as Peaks's The General 
and Military Administration of Noricum and Raetia (Chicago doctoral dis- 
sertation, 1905) and Stout's The Governors of Moesia (Chicago and Prince- 



